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BOOK NOTICES 

Bri:i:i)i;n, JamI'S O. (ed. & incro.) 1994. A Long Ride in Texas: The Ex¬ 
plorations ofjohn Leonard Riddell. (ISBN ()-(S9096-5<S2-X, hbk.) 
Texas A & M University Press, Drawer C, College Srarion, TX 77(S13- 

4351, (409) (S45-1436. $24.50. + wiii + 144 pp., 3 hgs, 1 

map. 

Rccciuly cliscovcreci in the archiv'cs ol Tiilanu University, the travel cliarv ol l.h. Ridclell’s 
explorations o( central 'Texas forms the core (67pp.) ol' IkeedeiTs present^ition of Riddell’s 
contribution to lexas natural history. AhhouL;h Riddell attempted several times to pub¬ 
lish his journal, he hiiled to hnd an interested [publisher aiul sei it aside. Years alter his 
death, a daipithter-in-la\v (.lonated it to Tulane LJni\'ersity, where he had been a professor 
for 26 years. I he journal is ol considerable interest because it documents his observations 
ol the ^^eology, botany, and zoolouv of the 'Texas I lill Country in 1 cS YT 1*his antedates by 

^ ^ j ^ 

almost lO years the ex|slorari()ii of IVrclinaiitl Roemrr, who is yeiienilly tlioot;hr to lx- the 
first natural historian to the rettion. 

lo round out Riddells contribution to lexas, l^reeden includes an extensive prelace 
(iSpp.), a briel but insi^dutul bioi^raphy ol Riddell (3 Ipp.), and an unaltered version (9p|T) 
of Riddell s major published article on 'Texas ("Observations on the (ieolotty of the 'Trinit\' 
(a)untry, lexas, made duriipi; an excursion there in April <ind May, l(S36. ” Amer. J. Sci. 
Arts. 0:2 I I —I 7. l(S39.). In the case of the preface, bio^L;raphy, and diary, Breeden provides 
copious end notes to explain outdated plant names, tteo^uraphic locations, customs, and 
obscLire references made by Riddell. 'These notes add a dimension to the readability of this 
volume. - Roller S,/>u/en. Rcstuir/i Assol/jIc, Bnljiiiuil RcMu/irf) bis!/!//lc of lex,/s. 


LAWf Kf'NCf:, Lf.LAN'OR. 1995. Henderson’s Dictionary ot Biological 

Terms: Eleventh Edition. (ISBN ()-47()-235()7-1, hbk.) John Wiley 
(Sc Sons, New York, New York. (1-(300-225-5945) $39-95. 693 pp. 

1 he u['i(.latecl version ol this scaiularsl reference chctionarv incorporaies terms related to 

recem advances in molecular biolotty and ^enetics. The main dictionary poriion now in- 

eludes about 23,900 entries. It will ser\'e botanists primarily as an information source for 

elisciplines witli which they are least familiar; classical botanical terms are often omitted 

(e.^t^. salverform, hyjsocrateriform, nexine, tricolpate, fractillex, medifixed, jN'olepsis, and 

brochidodromous lacking; cataphyll inadecjuately elelined). Other heijslul provisions and 

appendices include; abbreviations, units/conversions, decimal iN-efixes, the (ireek alpha- 

Iset, common Latin and (ireek plural endings, structure's of SO common biochemicals, 

classification outlines of orttanisms and viruses (modern evolutionarvc non-cladistic schemes), 

0 

and (ireek and Latin word roots. I he |'>romotionai literature purports "hittures that help 
clarify complicated terms. In realit\' this amounts to 12 rather crude diairrams of such 
items as parts ol the flower, trophic level pyramiel, and meiosis. Si/f/c/cn. Rcscjrcl} 

Associciti, BdtjNiuil Rtscc/ni) h/s/Rz/ft af Itw/s. 
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